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~toDeath; all which could never otherwife be fo glibly
~ {wallowed by them, but upon a perfaafion of this, of ('

Car)

they that Selltheen [y, Bleffed be the Lord, for T amarichs]

and their opn’ Shepherds pity them not 5 as the Prophet
Zechariab fpeaks. - A Cruelty capable of no Palliation,)
and for which Vengeance cannot be long expected ere!
it fall upon the inbrmane Anthors, Nor to fpeak truth,

without that wpdTov JeUdes of their Negro's bruta-

lity, do I fee how thofe other Inbumanities, as their !
Emafculating and Beheading: them, their croping off /|

their Ears ( which they ufually caufe the Wretches to ||
broyl, and then compel to eat them themfilves )3/

their 4mputations of Legs, and even Difle&ing them)\
alives (this laft I cannot fay was cver practifed, bu
has been certainly afhrmed by fome of them, asno lefs
allowable than to a Beaft, of which they did notin }
the lealt doubt but it was juftifiable ).  Add to this !
their feant allowance for Clothes, as well as Diet, and *
( which is often the calamity of the moft Innocent and
Labourions ) their no lefs working than ftarving them

J

of the former worfe Principle.  Both without doubt
contrived in Hell, recciving their firft impreffions in
no other than the Devil’s Mint, purpolely defign-
cd for the murthering of Soulss Invented only o defeat
the Mercies of God in their bleffed Redeemer, and to ren
der void and ineffe€tual his precious Blood fhed upon

the Croff, for the faving of the World. And thus

much fhall fuffice for proof of the Antecedent of my
fecond Propofition, deduced from my firft general
Alfertion, |
$. III. 1. My Antecedent being thus made evident,
I thall betake my felt to confider the Confequent, viz.
Of the Right which our Negro’s have, and may juttly
claim to the exercile of Religion, upon the truth of
what hath been faid touching their being Men, A
’ thing

[

L e e ww

— e e oy B = W  Er Paa &S £ o



C42)
thing thatof it {elf, one would think fhould naturally
follow, and be granted even of courfes did not the
Adverfaries thereto hope, tho our Antecedent were ac.
knowledged, yet notwithftanding this by fome other
ways, to invalidate this Right, and to continue them
Heathens. 1In order whereto, they arenot wanting of
a twofold Argument s Firft, The Imprecation of Noab:
Secondly, Their forfeiture of this Right by Servitude.
Now as before, they imployed the fix{t to unman their

"Negro’s 3 {0, that failing, here they no lefs generoufly

wreft it to rob them of Religion (no lefs than of all
other Rights )¢ Aninjury (asin the end I fhall fhew)
far exceeding the former, of making them Brutes fim-
ply, and abfiracted from the latter. '

2. Before I'fhall go about to anfwer which, T fhall
defire the Reader to remark that what they have hie
therto urged,is only againlt theChriftiznizing of Negro’s,
with fuch only of other Nations and Complexions

- who are under Bondage: Bearing it in hand (be like)

that the condition of the Tributary Indians upon the
Continent, of Huftages of Peace delivered up to the
Englis vpon the Public Faith, or of the Manumiffed
and freed Slaves, whether from Perfiz, Madagafcar, or
the Ezt and I#eft Indies, brought hither, ( none of
them likely, efpecially the laft, to have been defcendants
from Cbam, any more than ‘our felves) enjoyed 2«
mongft them a more happy and blefled ftate, as to Re-
ligion. Which in truth they cannot affirm even of
{uch of them, who do live in their Families in the na-
turc of Hirclingss nor of their Neighboxrs, whofe Ha-
bitationsare invironed by the Englifh, Who yct have
been accountable upon all occafions for Taxces s even
as the Hoffages bctore mentioned have been ( like
Bondmen and Captives ) ftrié¢tly kept to Labour, by
thofe to whofe care they were committed for Education
and Secarity of the Peace 3 which certainly- had b,efn-

the
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he moft effe@ual way to difturb it, had their Relatie
ns and Friends been ffrong enough.  To whofe Tem-
er and Difpofition, nothing is more contrary then hard
abour, nor ettcemied fo miferable a condition 3
vhich the Parents tcars (one whereof was a Werro~
sanza, that is,a Toparch, or Royetlet of the place ; and
he reft his principal great Men ) fhed at the view
hereof, did fufliciently evidence,

3. And o betaking my felf to the firft Obje&ion, -
vhich certainly is their chief (frength s 1 fhall confider
hefe People as Negro’s, abftracted from their condi- -
ion of Bondage, and only ‘as Natives of Africa, at
caft Originally s believed to be Defcendants from
Cham, and under the Curfe, as is pretended 5 whichis
1l we fhall {peak of in this places referving theip
Condition to be difcourfed of alone, and by it {cIf, in
the enfuing Scction.

4. And here,inthe firft place, I cannot but take no--
tice, that this Objection is founded on a Swppofition,
including in it thefc five Falfboods, or (at beft) Un-
certainties, 1. That the Negro's are of Cham’s Race. -
2. That both Cbam and his whole Pofterity were under
the Curfe. 3. That this Crrfe was in its effets to be
perpetual , even to the laft Generation. 3. That it
extended to their very Saxls, and was a kind of Repro-
bation. 5, That this is a fuflicient Ground not only
for enflaving them, but for kecping them from the
exercife of Religion, Nothing of which laft can pof-
{ibly from thence be deduced 5 nor even the former of
’-lenﬂ.wing thems unlefs, after the reft is proved, they
make this appear alfo, that we are the Bre-
thren, whom they were to ferves and that the Curfe
'Idlid conferon us a full and perfect Right of Dominion
ithem, ‘

5. However, to mak out the firft, they tell us (or
Atleattdo infinuate ) that Nosbh and his Sons dckch-

in
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ing from the Ak, did, as it were. all upon the fudd,;
" asit afraid of each other ), inftantly retire into
moft diftant parts of the World (for {0 Guines i
Mount Arrarat )5 of whom Cham directed his coyy
to Africa; his Pofterity the Negro’s ( they are fure
there keeping poffcifion till this very Day, notwit!
~ flanding the great alterations elfewhere.

6. But toanfwer this: Firfi,It is wholly improbab,

that Noab’s Sons fhould make any fuch {eparation, I
fore being befcanted of Room, they found it neceff;
to remove not,’tis to be prefumed, fo far as the
- would go, but fomnc convenient diftance only, for the
bettcr Accommodation s which doubtle(s they mig|
find, before they had croftall Afvica.
. 7. But fecondly, Suppofing both to have happenc:
yet *tis not likely, at Jeaft not certain, that his Pofx
rity have kept poficflion there ever fince, and that y
on the Reafons before mentioned, viz. The Pofhibil;
of being removed and driven thence back again by I
vafion and Conqreeft 5 by none lefs to be fufpeed
queftioned, than by us here in dmerica, to whomit;
cvident how little (ecurity againtt fuch alterations, t!
Remotenefs of places have been.  So that the pr
fcnt Inhabitants of Africa, { even that fuppofure ¢
Cham’s Race feating there,being granted) might hay
as little Relation to its firlt Seaters and Planters, asth
Spaniards, or our {clves, had to the Natives heres th
Saxons to the Eritains, or the old Romans to t!
Aborigines,

8. Thirdly, This,as to a great part of it,is not or
}y uncertain and unlikely, but plainly falfe. For in 2
Account we meet with in the holy Scripture (oth
Accounts being hardly to be met with, or relied on
of thrce Sons of Cham ( the fourth being believed !
have bcen Childlefs ) we tind two of them we
fcated in Afiss only Mizraim, for the Name, _{h;J
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o allowed Egypt 3 part whercof, viz. on the othef
de Ni!m;"mggg“be in Afiz too$ that River being
he bounds to thefe two fpacious Quarters of the
vorld, It being alfo not to be forgotten, that the
biliftines ( living alfoin Afis ), were his Off-fpring :
Jor will this concerning Mizraim ( for we have no-
hing but the concurrence of the Name to prove it)
ring any great comfort to the Caufe, if we con-
der its Remotenefs from the parts we {peak of, and
he many great changes ( probably (if known) no
efs objeGable againft the reft) thefc Egyptians, or

Mizraimites, fince firlt carricd Captives by Nebichad-

ezzar, that is, for above two thoufand Years, have
ct. In fo much that the true Egyptians do feem
ince to have been fwallowed up, and even loft in
hefe Conquefts. And now fuppofing the like of the-

other parts of Africa, from which no Regionin the

World can boaft of an Exemption, what certainty or
oround can there be for Conjectures of this nature?

9. But to come nearer to the Matter: Either the
Sons of Nosh, with their Families, kept themfelves'

diftindt, cachof them united ina body by it felf, ox-
clfe did intermingle and live together, without re-
gard of fuch ditin&ion of Tribe, or Family.. If the

firft, then ’tis evident that the Family, or Tribe of

Cham, following Nimrod , its Head, did feat them-
felves in Shinar, and the parts adjacent, unto which'

the holy Scripture gives witnefs. But if the fecond,

then what certainty can there be from whom any Na-~
tion or People is'derived, the Fews only excepted?

Now it is plainly recorded by Mofés, Gen, 10. that

Nimrod the Son of Cub, Cham’s Nephew, began bis’

Kingdom at Babel, in the Land of Shinar, ( for that

caufc, Micab 5. 6. called the Land of Nimrod ) and-
from thence went and built Nineveh in Affjria, far e-"

nough from Africas which, it Fofephus {peaks truch,
Was



was left for Epher,dbrabam’s Nephew by Retural;-an.
his Children, to be by them pofleffed, a'long whileaf.
ter5 and thefe.no Defcendents from Chawd, but from
Shem, hisElder Brother. . . -~ .~ ~ ...«

. 10. But left thefe Tranfattions. of Nimrod. might
be pretended to have been after he had travelled into
Africa, and left a Coleny theres (to omit the tediouf:
nefs and difficulty of the way) it is faid exprefly, that

“they journyed thither from the Eaft, not to be under.
flood of Africa, which is South from.thence, 'Tis
trueindeed, the Scripture {peaks of the 1Earehy: bein;
divided in the days of Peleg, but dctermines not wha
that Divifon was, whether ot its Inhabitants Mind:
and Affections, or that which happened upon the Con.
fufion of Tonguess or whether it were about this or
that way of #Worfhip, and of Religion. Or cven fup-
pofing it to have been no lefs thena parting, or divi.
* ding the feveral Territories and Quartcrs of the World;
fell, who had Africa, or which went to. dmerica, we
there meet with no Account, or at beft but a vy
dark_one. - And for that of Fofephus, asit labours with
the like uncertainty, fo it is not for their purpofe to
mention, for the Reafons there given. . 1, ;i v
. 11. And whereas the learned Dr. Heylen fuppofcth
this Quarter of the World to be Peopled from, Arabis,
by Cham's Pofterity, croffing the Red Sca's He thould
in the firft place have fhewed how fo great a part of
- #hat Family diverted another way, not to, be-imagincd
if the Tribes cach of them kept together:  And theny
fecondly, Why this might not be as will' done by any
other of Nosh’s Children, confidering the inprobabi-
lity thereof,. upon the account of the other Journcys
and Aboads made by Cham's Poficrity. And {o much
for the it Suppofuxe. : S
. 13; THER
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. 12, THEIR fecond carties 2 more apparent Falfi-
v, viz. That, that fevere Imprecation of Noah, was
{enounced againft the whole Family of Chams whereas
tis evident thatnone befides Canaan his youngeft Son,
vas mentioned , and thercfore not concerned thercin;
t being no lefs than thrice, Gen. 9. exprefly{aid, that
Canaan fhould besheir Servant. And {o befere, Curfed
e Canaan, a Servant of Servants fball be be. Now
whatfoever may be prefumed of the nearer Inhabi-
tants of Africa, (which alfo isdifputable) there isnot

he leaft probability from holy Seripture ( but certainly -

very much to the contrary ) thac the Remoter are
Canaan’s Off-[pring, whatcver might be fuggefted for
his three Brothers. Now it ought here to be taken
notice of, that in all fevere fentences found in boly Scrip
ure, we are not to (frain the words beyond thcir natx-
ral fenfe.  And feeing Canaan alone was mentioned,
(for which rcafon his Children are, /ifd. 12. 11,
filed the accurfed Seed ) there remains not any likeli~
hood for our Negro’s being concerncd thercin,  For
'twas in Afia that the Canaanites dwelt. There Abra-
ham fojourned amongft them s and there Fofbua after-
wards found them. . Whom having well ncar exter-
minated, hecondemned the Survivers to be bewers of
Wood, and drawers of Water to the Houfe of God, Jofh.
9.21.& 23. 27. Which fentence was afterwards by
Solomon confirmed, and more fully executed, 1 Chron.
2.17. So that in the wholc, this fuppofed Impreca<
tion of the Patriarch, doth feem to be little more than
a Prophecy of the Canaanites overthrow and reduction,
under the Power of the Ifraclites, Shem's Pofierity,
fome eight hundred Years after to be accom-
Plithed 5 but not plainly an abfolute Curfe; or deter-
mination thereto. Even as the recording thereof by
Mofes, doth feem to have been efpecially done only for
Ifrael’s jultitication in difpoffeffing of them.

' 33. Bue
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-" 13. Bat our Negro’s whoare quartéred inthe Remo.
teft parts of Africa, may jultly be concluded zs to
far diftant from Paleftine, to be-any. way. concerncd

| with thefe Canaanites 5 whofe guilt was no doubt the
expiated by their expulfion and lofs of their Connny
and of their Liberty, together with the deftrudionf
fuch who did abide the brunt of the War, or were d:.
tained afterwards; - :

14: However, {uppofing Servitude to be- the thing
intended in that Imprecation, ( or Prediction,.as I n.
ther believe it ) and that our Negre’s, improbable z
it is, were the very Parties concerned therein s y,

. as it toucheth not their Right to Religion; (which
I fhall immediately fhow, {o) neither doth it there-
fore confer any Right or Authority ovet them up.
onany, nor commiffion us to be the Executioners of the

\ Sentence: Any more then  Feremiab’s. threatning of

[ Jernfalem, did jufiific Nebuchadnezzar’s burning it, and

i murthering the Inhabitants 5 for which be -was 20 ex.

¢ pect a fearful judgment, Ma. 10, & Jer. 25. & And
fo Ifasc’s fore-fight. and prophetic Declaration. of
Efax’s fate, Gen. 27. and the fall of his : Pofierity ur-
der his Brother's power, did confer on the Xfraelites no
Right of thus Tyrannizing -and Domineering over their
Elder Brother’s Off-fpring 5 as will appear from De,
- 7-8. compared with the forementioned ‘place in Ge-
nefis, . Befides this Sentence upon Canaan, -being onct
fo thorowly cxecuted, there is no reafon it fhould now
again.be repeated, even fuppofing that ( for which
there is no ground), the Negro's are his Iffucs. it feem-
ing too .unmerciful to punith Men to that extremity
twice, foronc and the fame Crime. - \
t5. THEIR third Suppofition is the continuation of
this Punithment, which our People are defirous to
extend to the laft Man of that Generation, againt
whom ’twas firlt denounceds notwithftanding no

mcntionr‘
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mention is made of any beyond Canssn's Perfon:
Now this, as it is contrary to that {o equitable. a Rule
in expounding of Scripture, which I before menti-
on’d 5 {o it thwarts the Method which God Alnighty
ufeth in punithing. Offenders 5 who feldom or never,

ftretcheth the iniguity of the Parents,. beyond the third

and._fourth Generation,” where the Children do not add
new Guilt of their own. ~And thence it is that we
teade, that thefe very Canaanites we are {peaking of,
notwithftanding the Curfe, whom,of all other, it was
mett likely to reach, had thejr punifhment deferréd #ill
their owns Sins had more fully deferved it, as may be.
feen, Gen: 15,16, And therefore the unjuft effufion of
the Gibeonites Blood was, 2 Sam. 21. revenged upon
Saul and bis bloody Hoxfes tho in trath they were no'
other than the Off-fpring of thefe curfed Canaanites.
Befides, God hath been pleafed fince to declare, thac
for the future, there hould be no more occafion to ufe thas
Jo barfy and ill veliffing Proverb in Ifvacl, of the Father's

eating of fower Grapes, and the Childrens Teetl beigg Jet|

onedge : For that from thenceforth she Son fhould not.

bear the iniquity of the Father, but that every Man fhoild ¥
fuffer for bis own Sins, Eack.4.20,8 18.2. And

even jn the Curfe of El’s Houfe, 1 Sam. 2, That
they fhonld die in the flower of their Age, and that there
[oonld not be an Old Min of his Houfe for ever: Yet
upon their Repentance, and a betaking themfclves to
2 fedulous ftudy of the Lar, *tis faid by oxe, that the
Curfe was turn’d into a Bleffing, and thé line Mafeuline,
before always dying yosing, lived to'an honowrable Agel
“ For God, faith' the fame Perfon, ¢hangeth his pur-
+ pofc concerning the punifiment 6f Mcn upon their
“ Repentarice.  And as [for ever T doth’ in the He.
rew Idiom , appear rhany times to intend fio moré

than fome confiderable fpace of time,which yet by God's’
Merey fnay be fHortrieds fo had that Particle l;;:eq
E - tre
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here affixed to Canaan’s Curft, which it is not; yet
there is no queftion but ( as the Apoftle teftifies of the
obftinate Fews ) that they alfo may be grafted in, if thy
abide not in unbelief and impenitence 5 for God is ableto
graft them in. :

16. THEIR fourth Suppofiere is borrowed from the
fancied nature and defign ot this Curfes which fome
will affirm to be a kind of Tranfubffantiating of them
into Bealis; others, to firike not only their Soxls (in

“this Lifc ), butto be an irrccoverable devoting them

- to Perdition and Mifery in the Life to come.  Whereas

the Zext mentions no more but Servitude in the Curfe;
not to be exceeded in the Glofs, or Interpretation,
where the words are void of Ambiguity, cfpeci-
. ally in fevere Cafcs. And this Service was alfo re-
ftrained to his Brethren, which cannot be fuppofed o
be fpoken of the Devilss it was to touch only their
Bodies 5 it being not in the lealt probable, that Righ-
“teous Noah) would curfe the Soul of his Son, which
was none of his, had he been o uncharitables but
was derived from a better Anthor, and thercfore be-
yond his power: God haviny declared, that each Son!
1 biss the Soul of the Son, as well s of the Father; Ezck,
18, And out of whofe Hands nore fhall be able to pluck
them, St.John 10. And then as to the other part of
thefe pretended effectss Should we fuppofe our Ne-
gro’s to be the very Sced of Cham, and that they were
no lefs under the Curfe: Nay further, that that Curle
had been denounced againtt the whole Pofterity of that
gracelef and unbappy Sons yet as we have no affurance
of the firlt, fo neither doth it follow that Servitud:
fhould be attended with fuch difmal ¢ffecis, asof Men
to transtorn them into Brutes,

", 17. Which obje¢ted Brutality, had it carried any
appearance, or likelihood of truth, could never pofli-
bly have cfcaped the notice of (atlealt) the wifcr ]e:v.{r
- and
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and Hedthen i Who for the general, are found to tidat’

them with a contrary refpedf... For the Fews, I
fhall inftance only in the Sepfuagint Interpreters,

who, as it is tobe obferved from Pfal.74.15. &87.4.°

did none of themfcruple to allow their "Abio7rzs ( the
general currant Appellative both in Greek and Latine,

( like as Cuf, the name given to Cham's Nephew,

Nimrods Progenitor, is in the Hebrew ) for thofe footy
People, the Negro's of thofe times ) the fiile of Men.
To thefe I might alfo add St. Luke, Aéts8.27. but
that poffibly it may be replied, that he was nones
wherefore I fhall let that pafs. But for the Heather,
Lucan in his Pharfalia, lib. 9. brings them in as Part-
ners with the Arabians and Indians, in the worfhip

of their God Amon, who it feems had monopo!izc!
him to themfelves 5 for fo much the Poets words do |

fcem to imply 5

Zthiopum queamvis populis, Arabumgs beatis
Gentibus, atqs Indis unus fit Jupiter dmon, &c:

And long before him Homer, in his 1 Il befpeaks
Fupiter and his fellow Dieties, as vouchfafing them
their prefence at a Banquet, and to become their
Gugfts, co _ ' _

- N2 5 X .. . ~
Zels ‘;% e ondovor et culpdovers " Aibiomias
X005 Hon paTa i s Beol V' e diTes Emoilos

He in the fame place conferring on them the character
of [ #nblamable, ] as is to be there feen 5 nothing of
which had been ‘compatible, nor any way fuited with
the quality of Beaftr, And to fhew that thofe differed
nothing from ours,their Complexion is prov’d to be blgck,
both from the facred Writ, as Jer. 14.25. and trom
the fame Poets and Writers of the Hcathen, particu-
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