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they thatSell them ſay, Blesed be the Lord, for I amrich

and their own Sbepherds pity them not ; as the Prophet

Zechariah (peaks. A Cruelty capable of no Palliation,

and for which Vengeance cannot be long expected ere

it fall upon the inhumane Authors. Nortoſpeak truth,

without that apátov JEūdes of their Negro's bruta

lity , do I ſee how thoſe other Inhumanities, as their

Emaſculating and Beheading them , their croping off

their Ears ( which shey uſually cauſe the Wretches to

broyl, and then compel to cat them themſelves ) ;

their Amputationsof Legs, and even Diffecting them

alive ; ( this laſt I cannot ſay was cver practiſed, but

has been cirtainly affirmed by ſomeof them , as no leſs

allowable than to a Bealt, of which thcy did not in

the leaſt doubt but it was juſtifiable ). Add to this

their ſcant allowance for Clothes, aswell as Diet, and

( which is often the calamity of the moſt Innocent and

Labourious ) their no leſs working than ſtarving them

to Death ; all which could never otherwiſe be ſo glibly

ſwallowed by them , but upon a perſuaſion of this, or

of the former worſe Principle. Both without doubt

contrived in Hell, receiving their firſt impreſſions in

no other than the Devil's Mint, purpoſely delign

cd for the murthering of Souls ; Invented only to defeat

the Mercies of God in their bleſſed Redeemer, and to ren

der void and ineffectual his precious Blood ſhed upon

the Croß, for the ſaving of the World. And thus

much ſhall ſuffice for proof of the Antecedent of my

{ccond 'Propoſition , deduced from my firſt general

Aſertion.

Ø. III . 1. My Antecedent being thus made evident,

I ſhall betake my felt to conſider the Conſequent, viz .

Of the Right which our Negro's have, and may juſtly

claim to the exerciſe of Religion, upon the truth of

what hath been ſaid touching their being Men. A

thing
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thing that of it ſelf, one would think ſhouldnaturally

follow , and be granted even of courſe ; did not the

Adverſaries thereto hope, tho our Antecedent were ac

knowledged, yet notwithſtanding this by ſome other

ways, to invalidate this Right, and to continue them

Heathens. In order whereto, they are not wanting of

a twofold Argument ; Firſt, The Imprecation of Noah:

Secondly, Their forfeiture of this Right by Servitude.

Now as before, they imployed the firit tounman their

Negro's ; ſo , that failing, here they no leſs generouſly

wrejt it to rob them of Religion ( no leſs than of all

other Rights ) : An injury ( as in the end I ſhall ſhew )

far exceeding the foriner, of making them Brutes fim

ply, and abltracted froin the latter.

2. Before I ſhall go about to anſwer which , I ſhall

deſire the Reader to remark that what they have hi

therto urged,isonly againit theChriſtianizing of Negro's,

with ſuch only of other Nations and Complexions

· who are under Bondage : Bearing it in hand ( be like )

that the condition of the Tributary Indians upon the

Continent, of Huſtages of Peace delivered up to the

Engliſh, upon the Public Faith, or of the Manumiſſed

and freed Slaves, whether froin Perſia, Madagaſcar, or

the East and 17eſt Indies, brought hither, ( none of

them likely, eſpecially the last, to have been deſcendants

from Clam , any inore than our ſelves ; ) enjoyed a.

mongſt thein a more happy and bleſſed ſtate, as to Re.

ligion . Which in truth they cannot affirm even of

ſuch of them , who do live in their Families in the na

turc of Hirelings ; nor of their Neighborers, whoſe Ha

bitacions are invironed by the Engliſh. Who yet have

been accountable upon all occaſions for Taxes ; even

as the Hojiages before mentioned have been ( like

Bondmen and Captives ) Itrictly kept to Labour, by

shoſe to whoſe care they were committed for Education

and Security of the Peace ; which certainly had been
the

-1
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he moſt effectual way to diſturb it, had their Relati

ns and Friends been ſtrong enough. To whoſe Tema

er and Diſpoſition, nothing is more contrary then hard

abour, nor eiteemed ſo miſerable a condition ;

which the Parents tcars ( one whereof was a Werro

Panza, that is, a Topurch, or Royetlet of the place ; and

he reit his principal great Men ) ſhed at the vicw

hcrcof, did ſufficiently evidence.

3. And ſo betaking my ſelf to the firſt Objection,

which certainly is their chief (trength ; I ſhall conſider

cheſe People as Negro's, abftracted from their condi

ion of Bondage, and only as Natives of Africa, at

Icaſt Originally ; believed to be Deſcendants from

Chim , andunder the Curſe, as is pretended ; which is

all we ſhall ſpeak of in this place ; reſerving their

Condition to be diſcourſed of alone, and by it ſelf, in

the enſuing Scction.

4. And here,in the firſt place, I cannot but take no

cice, that this Objection is founded on a Suppoſition,

including in it thcſc five Falſhoods, or ( at belt ) Un

certainties. 1. That the Negro's are of Cham's Race.

2. That both Cbam and his whole Poſterity were under

the Crerſe. 3. That this Cuer fe was in its effects to be

perpetual , even to the laſt Generation. 4. That it

cxtended to their very Souls, and was a kind of Repro

bution. 5. That this is a ſufficient Ground not only

for enſlaving them, but for keeping them from the

exerciſe of Religion . Nothing of which laſt can poco

libly from thence bc deduced ;nor even the former of

enſlaving them ; unleſs, after the reſt is proved, they

make this appear alſo , that we are the bres

thren, whom they were to ſerve ; and that the Curſe

did confer on us a full and perfcct Right of Dominion
them .

5. However, to mak out the firſt, they tell us ( or

at least do inſinuate ) chat Noah and his Sons deſcend

ing
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ing from the Ark , did, as it were all upon the ſuddai

( as it afraid of eachother ), inſtantly retire into th

moſt diſtant parts of the World ( for ſo Guinea is

Mount Arrarat ); of whom Cham directed his com

to Africa; his Poſterity the Negro's ( they are ſure

there keeping poſſcíſion till this very Day, notwith

ftanding the great alterations elſewhere.

6. But to anſwer this : Firſt, It is wholly improbabl

that Noab's Sons ſhould make any ſuch ſeparation, bu

fore being beſcanted of Room, they found it neceffar

to remove ; not, 'cis to be preſumed, ſo far as the

would go, but ſoinc convenient diſtance only, for the

better Accommodation ; which doubtleſs they migl

tind, before they had croſt all Africa.

7 : But ſecondly, Suppofing both to have happened

yet 'ris not likely , at leaſt not certain, that his Polie

rity have kept poſſeſſion there ever ſince, and that up

on the Reaſons before mentioned, viz. The Poflibill

of being removed and driven thence back again by I:

vifion and Congreſt ; by none leſs to be ſuſpected

queſtioned , than by us here in America, to whom it

cvident how little ſecurity againſt ſuch alterations, th

Remateneſs of places have been. So that the pre

font Inbabitants of Africa, ( even that ſuppoſure

Chim's Racc ſeating there,being grantcd) inight ha

as litele Relation to its firlt Seaters and Planters, as th

Spaniards, or our ſelves, had to the Natives here; th

Saxons to the Erituins , or the old Romans to th

Aborigines.

8. Thirdly, This as to a great part of it, is not on

Jy uncertain and unlikely, but plainly falſe. For in a

Account we meet with in the holy Scripture ( othe

Accounts being hardly to be met with, or relied on

of three Sons of Cham ( the fourth being believed t

have been Childleſs ) we find two of them wer

icated in Afis ; only Mizraim , for the Name, tha
b
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be allowedEgypt į part whercof, viz. on the other

de Nilus; "mult be in Afia too ; that River being

he bounds to theſe two ſpacious Quarters of the

Vorld . It being alſo not to be forgotten, that the

biliſtines ( living alſo in Afia ), were his Off-ſpring :

Nor will this concerning Mizraim ( for we have no

hing but the concurrence of the Nime toprove it)

pring any great comfort to the Cauſe, if we con .

ider its Remotencſs from the parts we ſpeak of, and

che many great changes ( probably ( if known ) no

cſs objectable againſt the reſt ) theſe Egyprians, or

Mizraimites, ſince firſt carried Captives by Nebrechado

rezzar, that is, for abovetwo thouſand Years, have

Eclt. In ſo much that the true Egyptians do feem

Lince to have been ſwallowed up, and even loſt in

heſe Conqueſts. And now ſuppoling the like of the

other parts of Africa , from which no Region in the

World can boaſt of an Exemption, what certainty or

ground can there be for Conjectures of this nature ?

9. But to come nearer to the Matter : Either the

Sons of Noah, with their Families, kept themſelves

diſtinct, cach of them united in a body by it ſelf, or

elſe did intermingle and live together, without re

gard of ſuch diſtinction of Tribe, or Family . If the

firit, then 'tis evident that the Family, or Tribe of

Chem , following Nimrod , its Head, did ſeat them

felves in Shinar, and the parts adjacent, unto which '

the holy Scripture gives witneſs. Eut if theſecond,

then what certainty can there be from whom any Na

tion or Pcople is derived ,the fews only excepted ?

Now it is plainly recorded by Moſes, Gen. 10. that

Nimrod the Son of Czech, Cham's Nephew, began his

Kingdom at Babel, in the Land of Shinar, ( for that

cauſc, Micah s. 6. called the Land of Nimrod ) and

from thence went and built Nineveh in Allyria, far e..

nough from Africa ; which, it Joſephus ſpeaks truh,

.was
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was left forEpher,Abraban'sNephew by.Keturali; and
his Children , to be by them poſleſſed, along whilc af.

ter ; and theſe.no Deſcendents from Chant, but from

Shem , his Elder Brother. .

10. But left theſe Tranfactions ofNimrod might
be pretended to have been after he had travelled into

Africa, and left a Colony there ; ( to omit the tedioul.

neſs and difficulty of theway) it is ſaid expreſly, that

they journyed thither from the East, not to beunder

ſtood of Africa, which is South from choncc. ' Tis

true indeed , the Scripture ſpcaks of the Eartlis' bring

divided in the days of Peleg, but determines not what

that Diviſion was, whether of its Inhabitants Minds

and Affections, or that which happened upon the Con

fuſion of Tongues ; or whether it were about this or

that
way of IVorſhip, and of Religion. Or cven fup.

poſing it to have been no leſs then a parting, or divi

ding the ſeveral Territories and Quarters ofthe World ;

yet, unto which of their Lots each Parcel or Province

fell, who had Africa, or which went to America, we

there meet with no Account, or at beſt but, a very

dark,one. And for that of Joſephus, as it labours with

the like uncertainty, ſo it is not for their purpoſe to

mention , for the Reaſons there given.

11. And whereas the learned Dr. Heylen fuppoſeth

this Quarter of the World to be Peopledfrom Arabis;

by Cham's Pofterity, crolling the Red Sca : He thould

in the firſt place have ſhewcd how ſo great a part of

that Family diverted another way, not to bc-imagined

if the Tribes cach of them kept together. And then,

ſecondly,Why this might not be as will donc by any

orber of Noah's Children, conlidering the improbabi

lity thercof, upon the account of the other Journcys

and Aboadsmade by Cham's Policrity. And ſo much

for the titli Suppoſure.

12, THER

1

:ن.
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. 12. THEIR ſecond carries a more apparent Fall .

ty, viz. That, thar levere Imprecationof Noah, was

Henounced againſt the webole Family of Cham ; whereas

tis cvident that none beſides Canaan his youngeſt Son,

svas mentioned , and therefore not concerned herein

t being no leſs than thrice, Gen. 9. expreſly ſaid, that

Canaanshould be their Servant. Andſo before, Curſed

be Canaan, a Servant of Servants Mall be be. Now

whatſoever may be preſumed of the nearer Inhabi.

tants of Africa,(which alſo is diſputable) there is not

the leaſt probability from holy Scripture ( but certainly

very much to the con trary ) that the Remoter are

Canaan's Off -Spring, whatever might be ſuggeſted for

his thrce Brothers. Now it ought here to be taken

motice of, that in all ſevere ſentences forend in holy Scrip

ficre, we are not to ( train the words beyond their natu

ral ſenſe. And ſeeing Canaan alone was mentioned ,

( for which reaſon his Children are, Wiſd. 12. 11.

diled the accurſed Seed ) there remains not any likeli

hood for our Negro's being concerncd therein. For

'twas in Aſia thatthe Canaanites dwelt. There Abra .

ham ſojourned amongſt them ; and there Fofoua after

wards found them.. whom having well near exter

minated, he condemned the Survivers to be heroers of

Wood, and drawers of Water to the Houſe of God, Joſh.

9.21. & 23. 27. which ſentence was afterwards by

Solomon confirmed, and more fully executed, 1 Chron .

2. 17. So that in the wholc, this ſuppoſed Impreca

tion of the Patriarch, doth ſeem to be little more than

a Proplecy of the Canaanites overthrow and reduction ,

under the Power of thc Ifraelites, Shem's Poſterity,

ſome cight hundred Years after to be accom

pliſhed ; but not plainly an abſolute Curſe; or decer

mination thereto . Even as the recording thereof by

Mofes, doth ſeem to have been eſpecially done only for

Iſrael's juſtification in diſponering of them.

1

13. Buc
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13. Bat our Negro's whoare quartered in theRemo

teſt parts of Africa, may juſtly be concluded as too

far diſtant froin Paleſtine, to be any way . concerned

with theſe Canaanites ; whoſe guilt was no doubt then

expiated by their expulſion and loſs of their Country,
and of their Liberty, together with the deſtruction of

fuch who did abide the brunt of the War, or were des

tained afterwards:

14. However, ſuppoſing Servitude to be the thing

intended in that Imprecation, (or Prediction, as I ra

ther believe it ) and that our Negro's, improbable as

it is, were the very Parties concerned therein ; yet,

as it toucheth not their Right to Religion, (which

I ſhall immediately ſhow , ſo ) neither doth it there

fore confcr any Rigbt or Authority over them up

on any, nor commiſſion us to be the Executioners of the

Sentence : Any more then feremiah's thrcatning of

Jerufaloni, did juſtific Nebuchadnezzar's burning it, and

inurthering the Inhabitants ; for which hewas to ex.

pect a fearfıel judgment, Ifa. 10. & Jer. 25. & c. And

ſo Ifaac's forc-light and prophetic Declaration of

EÇan's fate, Gen. 27. and the fall of his : Poſterity un

der his Brother's power, did confer on the Iſraelites no

Right ofthus Tyrannizing and Domineering over their

Elder Brother's Off-ſprings as will appear from Der:.

7.8 . compared with the foreincntioned place in Ge

neſis. Belides this Sentence upon Canain , being once

ſo thoronly cxccutcd, there is no rcafon it ſhould now

again be repeated, even ſuppoſing that ( for which

there is no ground ), the Negro's are his iſſue; it ſeem

ing 100 unmerciful to puniſh Men to that extremity

twice, for onc and the ſameCrime.

15. THEIR third Suppoſition is the continuation of

this Puniſhment, which our People are delirous to

extend to the laſt Man of that Generation, againit

whom 'twas firſt denounccd ; notwithſtanding no

mention
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mention is made of any beyond Cangon's Perſon:

Now this, as it is contrary to that lo equitablc. a Rule

in expounding of Scripture, which I before menti

ond ; to it thwarts the Method which God Alınighty.

üfeth in puniſhing Offenders ; who ſeldom or never

ſtretcherh the iniquity of tbe Parents,' beyond the third

and fourth Generation, where the Children do not add,

new Guilt of their own. And thence it is that wc

reade, that theſe very, Canaanites we are ſpeakingof

notwithſtanding the Curſe, whoin , of allother, itwas

mcht likely to reach , had their puniſhment deferred till

their orin Sins had more fully deſerved it, as may be

teen, Gen. 15.16. And therefore the upjuſt effuſion of

the Gibeonités Blood was, 2 Sam. 21. revenged upon

Saul and his bloody Houſe ; tho in truth they were no'

other than the Offspring of theſe curſed Canaanites.

Beſides, God hath been pleaſed ſince to declare,that

for the future, there ſhould be no more occaſion to uſe that

So barſh and ill reliſhing Proverb in Iſrael, of the Father's

eating of fower Grapes, and the Childrens Teetl,beingSet

on edge : For that from thenceforth the Son should not

bear theiniquityof the Father, butthat every Man fhaoirld

Sueffer for bis own Sins, Ezek. 4. 20. & 18.2. And

even in the Curſe of Eli's Houſe, Sam . 2. That

they ſhould die in the flower of their Age, and that there

Mould not be an Old Min of bis Houſe for ever : Yet

upon their Repentance, and a betaking themſelves to

a ſedulous ftudy of the Lan, 'tis ſaid by one, that the

Curſe was turnd into a bleſſing, and theline Maſculine,

before always dying young, livedtoan honorerable Agc.

For God, 'faith the ſame Perſon, changeth his pur

poſe concerning the puniſliment of Men upon their

Repencaricc. And as [ for ever ] doth in thc He.

brero Idiom , appear many times to intend no more

than ſome conſiderable ſpace of ciine,which yet by God's

Mercy may be fortrics '; ſo' had 'that Particle been

E hor's

c ;

CĆ
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here affixed to Canaan's Curſe, which it is not ; yet

there is no queſtion but ( as the Apoſtle teſtifies of the

obſtinate feros ) that they alſo may be grafted in, if they

abide not in unbeliefand impcnitence ; for God is able to

graft them in.

16. THEIR fourth Suppoſure is borrowed from the

fancied nature and deſign of this Curſe ; which fome

will affirm to be a kind of Trenſulftantiating of them

into Bealis ; others, to strike not only their Souls ( in

this Life ), but to be an irrecoverable devoting them

to Perdition and Miſery in the Life to come. Whercas

the Text mentions no more but Servitude in the Curſe ;

not to be excccded in the Gloſs, or Interpretation,

where the words are void of Ambiguity , cſpcci

ally in ſevere Caſes. And this Service was alſo rc

ftrained to his Bretlron, which cannot be ſuppoſed to

be ſpoken of the Devils ; it was to touch only their

Bodies ; it being not in the Icalt probable, that Righ

tcons Noah would curſe the Soul of his Son, which

was n0078 of his, had he bccn lo uincharitable ; but

was derived froin a better Author, and therefore be

yond his power : God having declared, that each Sonil

is his ; the Soul of the Son, as well as of the Father, Ezek.

18. And out of wboſe Hands nore ſhall be able to plock

them , St. John 10. And then as to the other part of

theſe pretended effects; Should we ſuppoſe our No.

gro's to be the very Secd of Chim, and that they were

no leſs under the Curſe: Nay further, that chai Curſe

had been denounced again't the whole Pofterity of that

graceleſ and unhappy Son; yet as we have no aſſurance

of the firit, ro neither doth it follow that Servitude

ſhould be attended with ſuch diſmal effecis, as of Men

to transtorin thein into Brutes.

17. Which objccted brutality, had it carried any

appearance, or likelihood of truth, could never polli.

bly have cſcaped the notice of (at leaſt) the wiſer Jers
and
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and Heathen : Who for the general, are found to treat

them with a contrary reſpect. For the Feres, I

Thall inſtance only in the Septuagint Interpreters,

who, as it is to be obſerved from Pfal.74.15 . & 87.4:

did none of them ſcrupleto allow their 'Aldiomes ( the

general currant Appellative both in Greek and Latine;

( like as Cuſh, the name given to Cham's Nephew,

Nimrods Progenitor, is in the Hebrer ) for thoſe footy

People, the Negro's of thoſe times ) the ſtile of Men.

To theſe I might alſo add St. Luke, Acts 8.27. but

that poſſibly it may be replied , thathewas none ;

wherefore I ſhall let that paſs. But for the Heather,

Lucan in his Pharſalia, lib. 9. brings them in as Part

ners with the Arabians and Indians, in the worſhip

of their God Amon , who it ſeems had monopolize!

hiin to themſelves ; for ſo much the Poets words do

fcem to imply ;

Æthiopum quamvis populis, Arabumg; beatis

Gentibus, atq; Indis unus fit Jupiter Anon, & c.

And long before him Homer, in his 1 II. beſpeaks

Jupiter and his fellow Dieties, as vouchfating them

their preſence at a Banquet , and to become their

Guests,

Ξεώς8 επ' οκέανον μετ' αμύμονας Αιθιοπίας
Χθιζός ήβη μετά σαΐτα : θεοί δι ' άμα ποιντεο έποίΤο.

He in the ſame place conferring on them the character

of [ zenblamable, ] as is to be there ſeen ; nothing of

which had been compatible, nor any way ſuited with

the quality of Beasts ." And to thew that thoſe differed

nothing from ours,their complexion is provid to beblack,

both from the ſacred Writ, as Jer. 14. 25. and from

the ſame Poets and Writers of the Hoa :hen, particu.
E 2 larly
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