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in regard to which the author does not assume to decide, to
question, to venture an opinion, or even to hazard a conjecture.
It is clearly and absolutely beyond the reach of human intelli-
gence, and therefore not within the province of legitimate
enquiry. The Almighty has, in Iis infinite wisdom and bound-
less beneficence, hidden from us many things, a knowledge of
which would doubtless injure us, and the origin of the human
races belongs to this catalogue. Men may labor to investigate
it, to tear aside the veil the Creator has drawun about it, to
unlock the mystery in which He has shrouded it, and after mil-
lions of years thus appropriated, come back to the starting-
point, the simple, palpable, unavoidable truth. They exist,
but why orv wherefore, whither they came or whence they go,
1s beyond the range of human intelligence. We only know,
and are only permitted to know, that the several species now
known to exist have been exactly as at present in their phys-
- Ical natures and intellectual capacities, through all human ex-
perience and without a supernatural interposition or re<creation,
must continue thus through countless ages, and as long as the
existing order of creation itself continues. This we Anow
beyond doubt or possible mistake, while, whether it was thus
at the beginning, or changed by a supernatural interposition
at some subsequent period, is now, and always must be, left to
conjecture. Those who interpret the Book of Geuesis, or who
believe that the Book of Genesis teaches the origin of the hu-
man family from a single pair, will, of course believe that the
Creator subsequently changed them into their present form,
while those who do not thus interpret the Bible will believe,
with equal confidence perhaps, that they were created thus at
the beginning. Itisnot, nor could it be of the slightest ben-
efit to us to really and truly know the truth of this matter.
All that is essential to our welfare we already know, or may
know, if we properly apply the faculties with which the Cre-
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