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fany times, when he knowes the other out of.h.ew

| ring,to {peake many difdainfull wqrds againft h_xm:
. And of thefe people the Country is very ﬁ.d.l,bemg
difperft and fpread in fuch manner of famil iesas [
' : fayd before, ouer the whole Country;and hxghc:
vpinthe Country,as we here,and I (hall fhew here-
after,they arein on pars principall,and haue exclu-
ded the Blackes , holding domination amongft
themfelues , and for the moft patt continually in
warre, The language the Falbie fpeakes,is different
from theblack-men , the women are our chictefy
cuftomers, for in moft places, within the ebbii-g
and flowing, where we did lic for Trade, we fhould
be fureto hauc their cuftome euery day, which was
to bring vs new milke, fowre milke,and curdes, and
two forts of butter, the one new and white, the o-
ther hard and of ‘an excellent colour,which we cal-
ted refined butter, and is withour queftion, but for
alittle fiefhnes as good as any we haue at home:all
which they brought vnto vs, in great and {mall

gourds like difhes, madevp very handfomely, and

onething let me not forget to giucthem due pr;xj(é

you fhould haueit {o neatcand cleane that in your
Thecleane.  Milkeyou fhold not perceivea mote,nor in her but-
Lacsot the  terany vacleanlines nay the gourds,ordithes,chey
Vulby women: proughe 1t in, on the very outfides would fhine
with cleanlinefleand one the inward pares,wichout
any naftinefle,and if atany time,byany mifchance,
there had beene a mote, or haire, which you had
fhewed vato her, fhe would haue feeined to blulh,
indcfence of het cleanely meaning,
Innoting of which , I haue dinerfe times fayd,
there
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in, that in what fomeuer you received from them,
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there was greae difference betweene them, and the
Iith Calios , although their manner of liues had
great refemblance in following of their Cattle,
and as they were out of Leart in one ground, to
remooue whole Townes together, which but few
cares fince was the Irith Kernes  true courfe of
{ifc; butwith cleanlineffe your Irifh woman hath
no acquaintance , and cherefore I returne backe to
my Tawny Fulbee : the commodities fhée askt
for were {mall beades , and poore knifes of
16 § a dozen, with other trifling things, but af-
ter they once faw and vafted of falt, whichin their
Linguage they called Rm-D.ms, there was no other
thing could fowell pleafethem alchough it were
neuer folittle; we found the variety of thefe things
many times agrecable to our natures,and cherefore
gaue faire recourfe vnto the people,for if we denide
but one day ro buy of them , we fhould want their
company a weeke after,what earneft occafion fom-
cucr we had to vie them ;and thefe thingswere to

-be had fromnone but them | becaufe the Aaudin-

£05 orBlackeaman applies himfclfe, at no time, in
keepingor preferuing of Cattle , but leaues it to
this painctull £4lby, whom 1 likewife leaue looking

to his Heards, and come to the commanding
Blacke.

The Maudingo or Ethiopian, being the naiwall
Inbabitams , diftizguifbed by the name of
the Maudingos.
THe people,who are Lords , and Commaunders
of this country, and profeflc themfelues the pa-
turall Inhabitants, are perfeily blacke, both men
¥F3 and



sndwomen. The mea for their pares,dolive a moft
idle kinde of life , imploying themfelues (I meane
the greaterpart) tono kinde of trade nor exercife,
except it be oncly fometwo moneths oftheyeate,
which is in tilling, and bringing home their coun-
trey corne, and graine, whercia tl}c prcfpruatmn
of their liues confifts, and in that time their labour
is forc , as whenI come to {hew the manner , you
may eafily corceiuc; All othertimes of the yeare,
they liue wandring vp anddowne, from one to an
other, hauing lictle vaderflanding, either to hunt
inthewoods, or fithinthewatcrs; notwithftand-
ing, both the one and theother,in theirkindes,are
infinitcly replenithed, that to their very dootes
wilde beafts doe refore, and about their houfes in
eucry corner, abundanceof Gismyhennes , and ex-

| - cellent partridges. Inthe heat of cheday, the men
| will come forch, and fit themftlues in companies,
vnder the (hady trees, to receiue the frefh aire, and
g there paflethetime in communication, hauing on-
Iy onckind of game to recreate themfelues wichall

and thatisina peece of wood, cereaine great holes
: cut, whichtheyfetvpontheground betwixe two
;x ofthem , andwith anumber of fome thiitie pibble
ftones , after a manner of counring, they taks one

from the other, vatill one s poflefled of all, where-

at fomc of them arewondrous nimble : we do pur-
ceweamongft them,thac LI‘:'-,ordinary people eate

The time aad DUE 00 meale 2 day, and el pecially the younger
::;:;z ?cfcm {)Olft) of wfxat kind‘c focucr' 3 thcjir houre of fzeding
ding. cng onelyafter theday light is in, and then wich
fives of Reedes, without thedoozs » they fic them

round, and £ ro their viands, whichfor che moft
part,

r""" (38)
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part, is either Rice , or fome other graine, boyled,
which being brought vato them by the women in
goardes, hot, putting in their hands, they rowle vp
tnto balles , and caft into their mouthes , and this
is their mannerof feeding: they doc feldome cate
either fleth or fith,, the rather becaufe they cannet
getit,then out of any wiil to refufe itzand although
they arc great breeders of fuch very poulery, as ate
our Cockes and Hennes , and haue vnderftanding
to cut Capous, yet they are great fparers thercof.
and preferuethem tofell vatovs , for fmall peeces
of Iicn, beades, and fuch like commodities , wher-
of if we be furnifhied, we can want nonc of that pro..
uifion,

They will fay,their feeding fo feldome, is a great
preferuation of their healths, &at that time, when:
the Sunne is downe, a fitteft time for nousithment,
auoyding cipecially, to cate in the heate of the
day, as a thing.wonderfull vawholefome, whercin
it.may pleafe you to giue meleave to veter my o
pinion , which happly comming to be fcanned by {: 4greffion,
men of knowledge, may produce fome tulcs of bet- s the berier
zer order, then hath hither-unto beene kept amon - prefuing of
geft our Nation, which hath caufed the lefie of g, e
fomany lives, and. the dangerous fickencffe of o-
thers, therewithall laying a generall fcandall vpon
the countrey it felfe,to be both infe@ious, and vn-
wholcfome forour bodies, whereas indeedeitis
ourowne diforders : Tor the cuftome that hath
beene hither-unto held, cfpecially into this Riuer,
bathbeenc without any diligence, to make choife
of fuch Sca.men for gouernours, as were men of
temperance,, and commaund , who beingable to

tempez

e e



( 40)
temper well chemfelues , might t'hc better gouermne
the reft, whofeill carriages may be thoughe to bee
great prouokers for (horening other mens dayes:
Twill exampleit in this laft voyage of ours. The
Maifter was a man knowne, for an excellent Arefs
man, but in the gouernement of himfelfe, {o farre
from knowledge,, that after our paflage from Dare-
mouth, which was in O&ober, vntill the middle of
Match after y about which time he dyed, it will be
iuftified, he was neuer twenty dayes {%’bet,in which
time hewent not alone, but our Chirurgion, with
fundry other officers that were of his focietie, with
their liues payed for their riotous order . And fur-
ther, whereas wee were dinided into two fhallops,
to goe vp the Riuer, thebigger whereof, the pria-
ci;all Faor wasto follow histradein, and carri-
ed therefore in the fame a Butteof Sacke, and a
Hoggef-head of dquavite, making choice of fuch
men as were themoft able ) and fikelie® bodies to
hold out, and he in himfelfe carefull enough, as his
expericnce might well aduife him , hauing fpent
many yeares, and made many voyages vpon that
continent , to obferue both his diet of cating and
drinking 5 yet towards his people, hee carried at
fometimes > {uch an oucr-fparing hand , that they
fell to praifing how they mighe deceiue him, ma-
king v of all.aduantagcs » to fteale thofe hot
dm-lszfron.x hnp, which being purchafed , as it
wc1cf_fron]1 his niggardly nature, they would diuide
?‘csl :‘spfg*d e \Iunh g;rca’g grccduwffc amongeft them-
i, o);"cho}‘ clcrc ylv«.lt ought thcxr_OWnF confufions,
ther died Dcfgrc Olp oo cartied with him , they cy-
¢hee came backe to the fhippe , or

fhortly
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~fort , and refrefh that , which the heate doth drie,

hortly after, fome two st themoft excepted , who
*efcaped withdangerous fickeneffe, whereas to the
~contrary (with thadkefulnefle to God be it fpo-
ke) myfelfe going vp in the other fhallop , and
wherein I muft take fuch men as were giuen me,not
fuchasdefired , obferuing amongft our felucs, a
louing and orderly courfc of diet , wherein eueric
man had his equall fhare, notwithftanding I wene
one hundred and fortie leagues aboue the other

. fhallop, returned wichoue the lofle of any ane man;
. nay, inallmygoing to the higheft, and in my re-

turne to the Pinnace, I neucr had any man ficke,

. butvpon afecond returne vp fome pare of the Ri-

-ueryfome of my olde-men beingchanged , two or
threc fell ficke,howbcit (with comfort be it fpoken)
there was not oncman died that wene with mee,
and [or my owne pare,through the whole voyage,

- Iwas ncuer one quarter of anhoureficke ( blefled

be the name of God.)
Now for my opinion concerning our diet,, I hold
well with che Blacks,that to feed atnoone, is an vn-

~ holefome thing , for that the Sunne, being then in

his excremitie of heate,and by his neerenes hauing
fuch power ouervs , the moifture that lies within the Wricers o-
thebody , is exhaled to the exterior patts, to com- pision concer-
ning dyec.
and then are theinterior parts moftcold , and vo-
apt for nutriment,wherein experience makes vs fee,
that in the height and heate of theday we can wich
reat facilitic,and without offence,drinke off fuch a
g raught, or quantitic of Aqua vite, or hot waters,

~-as if we fhould drinke heere in our natiue countrey

t one time, would certainely burne out ourhares;
G nay
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pay more, Wee finde our bodies naturally defiring;
and longing for the fame, (wherein T might hecre
(hew fome reafon, partly toblamea ncglcé't_m out
owne prouifions , but that I afluremy felfe., ithath
beene rather ignorance, to know what was good,
then want of wil to provideit)whereas in the coole
of the morning, ancr againe in the eucning, wee re.
ceiue it with much moré remperance,and alitele gi-
ueth fatisfaction, fo that my conclufion is, thatto
vs that haueable , and working bodies, and in our
occafionsare ftitring, and labouring in the morn.
ing carcly, and after the heate of the day, are the fit.
teft & conuenientfk tines to receiue our fuftenance,
wherin I fhal cuer fubmit my felfe to thofe of more
able indgement; and returaing tothe Blackes, let
you know , that their viuall and ordinary drinke, is,
either theRiuer water, ot from fome Spring, how-
beit they haue growne fromtrees , feuerall fores of
wine , or drinkes , asalfo the making ofa kinde of
liquor they call 8«fo, made and compounded o
their countrey cotne 3 whereof moir conueniently
elfe-where 1{hall effedually fatisfie you : and now
goe on to fhew you, the manner of their building,

and fortifications. |
They place themfelues in their habitations round
Fogcthcr)and for the mofk past haue a wall, though
it bebur of Reede, platted and madevp rogether,
fome fixe foot in height,, circling and going round
their] own, with doores of the fime, inthe night
time te he orderly fhut, {ome of the houfes within

“but the betecr fore do build the walles of their hou-

ks, of loame, which after itis tempered, and layde |

vp
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i Heenns | f
alles, likewife are made of the fame Reedes;

Sl

I )

vptogether, carrietha kinde ofred colour with i,
and doth remaynewith an extraordinary hardnefle,
that doubtlefle (as L haue carefully diuers times ob-
ferued) it would make the moftexcellent and du
rableft Bricke in the world, the whole countrey,ex-
cept vpon the mountains, yeelding the fame careh,
whereof I will not forger to report one thing, which
(inmy opinion) deferucs admiration: we doc finde
in moft places , hills caftvp by Ants or Emmets,
- which we heere call Ant-hills, Z)mc of them twent
foote of height , of fuch compafles, as willhold or
- containe a dozen men, whicg with the heate of the
Sunne is growne to that hardne(fe, as wee doe vfe
to hide and conceale our felues in the ragged tops
of them, when wee take vpftands , to fhoote at the
country decre , or any other manner of wildebeaft;
the forme of their houfes , whetherit be loame, or
Reed, is alwayes round, and the round roofes made
lowe, eucr coucred with reedes, and tyed faft toraf-
ters, that they may beable toabide, and liefaft, in
the outragious windes and gufts, that comein the
‘times of raine ; for which purpofe alfo they build
their houfzs round,that thewinde may have the lef-
fer force againft thems and the walles enclofing
and keeping them in , istoauoyde thofe rauening
and devouring beafts which in the night time range
and buftlc about, wherewith diuers times notwith-
franding, they arz much affrighted, and by making

“fires, and raifing cries at midnight , tochafeand

“driue them from their manfiondwellings . This for
«the meaner Townes ot countrey Villages, but they
hauelikewifc Townes of force, according vatothe

. mannerof warre, they vie among@ them, fortified,
toeo

G2 and

y Strange Ante-
hifs.
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turc; whereof (theyfay) ’the countrey within is
full, efpecially where the Kings arc feated, the.ma.
ner whereof wee haue feene in fome two orthree
places, whereof I will inftance onely one :whichis
the Towne of caffam, againft which ( as I..fay_d be.
fore) the fhippe which was berrayed duf% ride, and
we inour laft voyage, did makeit our .hlgheﬁ-Port
for our bigger (hippe. This Towne is the Kings
featc, and by the name of the Towne hesholdeshis
title, King of Caffan; Itis feated vpon the Riuers
fide, and inclofed round neare to the houfes, with
3“;‘:0:,3?3; hurdles, fuchas our fhepheardsvfe, but they are
manner offor- aboue ten foot high, and faftned ro firong and able
scation, poles , the toppes whereof remaine aboue thehur-
dlesonthe infide in dincers places, they haue rooms,
and buildings, madc vplike Turrets, from whence
they within may (hoot their arrowes, and throw
their darts ouer the wallagainft theic approaching
encmies ; on the out-fidelikewife, round the wall,
they haus caft a ditchvor trench,of a great breadth,
& beyond that againe a pretty diftance, the whole

clofe and faft into the ground, fome fiuc foot high,
fo thicke, that excepe in fliles, or places madeof
purpole, a fingle man cannor getthrough:, and
inthelike manner, a fimall diffance offagaine, the
like defence, and thisis as they do fi gnifievnto vs,
to keepe offthe force of horfe , to which purpolc,
it feemes to be very firong and availeable s confis
dering what armes and Wea pons they haue in vfe,
whiclvin this place is neceffary to be knowne. .

They doe viually walke » with a-Staffe or Iauclin
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and trenchin, aftera frong and-defencible ma.

Towneis circledwith pofts and peeces of trees,fet -

in:
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inthéir hands, which they call an Affegie, being
aReede of fomefixe foote long, the head whereof
isan Iron pike, muchlike our fauelines, but moft
of them very arificially made, and full of danger;
others they haue alfo made , to throw like Infh-

mensdares , with heads all baibed , full of crueltic The ames cr
to the rcceiner cach man likewife, about hisnecke wespons the.
doth weare, in 2 Bandeleere of red or yellow cloth, 3;""“ hauein

athort Sword of fome two fooe long,with an open
handle, which Swords. they -make of the. Ironis
brought vato them,as you (hall heare when If; peak
of their Trades , and alfo the beteer fort of them,
doc carty theirbowe in their hands, and at their
backea cafe,very artificially madewhich may bold
within it fome twenty foure of their arrowes , it is

- the fmalleft-arrow vfed by any Nation , made ot a

Reed,about thebignefle of a Swans quill and fome
two footc in length-, thereisfaftned intheend , a
fmallIron with a barbed head, all which Iron is
dangeroufly poifoneds the.atrow hath neither nock
nor feather, but is fhot from the bowe,which is alfo
made of aReede, bya flat ftring , or racherfticke
fmoothed and made cuen , and fafined tothe bow,
fo that the bowe and the firing , are onc and the

* Lelfe-fame wood,whofe force isfinall, and thercfore

the offence lies in the poyfon; which neare hand vp-
on their cotten garments , may make an entry bt
to a Buffe lerkin ; orany other {leight garment of
defence, exceptit bevery neare, canbelittle offen-
fiue: we haue feene of them likewifc on horfe backe,

. thehorfes being of a fmall fRature, bridled and fad-

led after the Spanith fathion , each man hauing his

A(fegée intus hand , and vpon the righe fide of his

G 3 horfe-
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hotfe a broad Bucldcrﬁ ha}?ging 3 and thisis all the
invieamongft them.

wc'}%?l‘(ings houfc ?s inthe mid‘d!c of the Towne,
inclofed by ¢ felfe, oncly his wiues feuerall h(:-ufc.s'
about him, to which you canniot comc, but as it
were through a Court of Gua_rd N Pa{ﬁng through
an open houfe, where ftands his c}mlrc empty , vn.
lawfull for any but himfelfc o fit in,by which hangs
his drummes,the oncly inftruments of warse which
we fecamongftthem , neither are Fh;fc dfummgS
without dayly imployment, for this is their conti-
nuall cuftome cuery nighe after it feemes they haue
filled their bellics, they repaire to this Court of
Guard , making fires both in the middle of the
houfe,and in the open yard, about which they doce
continue drumming, hooping, finging, and make-
ing a hethenifh noyfe , moft commonly vntill the

The inhabieans 2y beginnes to breake,when aswe conccinedead-

night,

atomein the flecpes take chem , by which incancs flecping one

parc of the day, it makes the other part feeme {hor.
tervntill the time of feeding come againe, other-
wifeit is done to that purpofe in the night, to
fearc and kecpe away the Lyons , and raucning
beafks from about their dwellings,who arc at that
feafon ranging and looking out;for this marner of
courfe is held amongft them, not only in their for-
tified Townes, but alfoin cucry parcicular village,
and habitation , whereof few of chem is without
fuch poore drums they ve,and if theybe, yet they

continue the cuﬂomc,throughhooping , ﬁngiug, '

and viing their voyces , but when it happens mu-

fickeis amongft them, then s the horrible din, as
P e

Ifhall fign:hic when I oucrrake gheir ficlers,

But
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But firft T am to meddle with matterof flate,
and acquaint you concerning their Kings, and Go-
uemors , for {o T haue promift,the betrer to brip
my worke together : In following of which, I fhall
entreateyous patience to obferue with me,that the
betterto diftinguifh of their gouernments, I mufy
deuide the Country by the Riuer , that how{ocuer
the Riuer trends,which in his windings is furely all
points of the compaffe, I fhall alwayes call that
part,whichlies to the fouthward in our intrance,
the{outhfide, and the otker the northfide, of both
which fides, altheugh webaue feene diuers peccy
Kings, and other Commanders, to whom we payd

-akind of poore cuftomé, whichin the mouth of the
Riuer, where the Portingal hathvfed , is not onely
greater, but perremptorily demaunded , whereas
aboucitis leffe, and rather taken asa curtefie pre-
fented, which morall kindneffe requires all firan-

‘gers,comming in the way of amity, to begin with-
allto a principall perfon, then any manner of cuft-
ome, thatis(as wefay)exalted, bue howfomeuer
bothbelow and efpecially aboue,it is of that poore
quantity, it hardly deferues the paines of fo long
archerfall, whercby you may be CY rawne to conceit
of a greater valuation: Thofe petty Kings 1 fay,

. whercof I both faw,had conlerence , and did eate

and drinke within fixe feuerall places,who had the
ticle of Azanfi |, which in their language , is the
proper name for theKing, haue all reference to
their greater Kings , who line farther from
thofe places; cn the fourhfide,the whole Country
wepalt, cuen to the higheft wewent , which you
mutt ueedes conceiue to bevery fpacious , hadall

reference.

The great
King of Camiore
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ference to the great King of Cantore : on the.
The geeatKing ;co::ligdc likcwifg,from thefea-fide,about halfethe:
ok Burjsh v wewent vp, they did acknowledge the King
of Burfall,and after him,to the higheft wee went on

fide, the great King o
o el 5 2w none of themsthe report

i hard of, but
ggzgsg\z;a: thcy’wcrc fuch as fhewed not them.

felues abroad,but in a manner of pompe, and t{;;,‘t
they were not feenc to hunt,but with gtca}t‘ nun)td::
of horfe,and efpecially on the norehfide,whereotdi-
Thele grear  UeHE Englith haucpccnc eye wnn_cﬂc;yconcgm{:ng
Kings arclike- Byrfal/, whole continuall aboode is ncare t }:] fea-
wile ibuta- 1 4o whereby fome recourfe hath beene vnto him,
grescKing i ‘ he one fide of theRiuer,
greackingfar there is warres berweene th _ thel
ahouemthe  and the other, and cfpecially from this King of
‘plonr-tczsc:vr: Burfullin fo much as the people would tell vs,, if
hee could haue any meanes to tranfport his horfc
onthe farther fide,hee would in fhort time ouer-
runne great part of that Country : theflate of the
great Kings, we may conic@ureat , by the obfer.
uances thofe fmall ones we fee, doc affume vato
themfelues , and thofe people they goucrne per-
formevnto them, for there is no man , but at his
firft approach before them , where they fit com-

The greacKing
ot Wolley.

fpreadvpon theground, but prefents himfelfe with
a great deale of reuerence in kneeling on his knee,
and comming nearer, layes firft his hand vpon the
bare ground , and then ‘on the topps of his
owne vncouered head , many of them taking V%
The reucteace the du(tand laying it vpon his bare-head , whic
of the pecple . < .
wihepery  a&tion heviethtwife o thrife, before hee come at
Kingr. him , whesc witha greatdeale of fubmiffion, he
layes

-
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§ wolley : Thefe three

monly in cheirhoufes, onely vpon a matwhichis -
" is a Cotten wooll, whereof they p.

layes his hand vpon theKings thigh, 4nd fo retireth
him{cife a good diftancebacke, and if it chancein
any company or refort vnto him, that there be a
Mary-bucke,which betheir priefts as foone as they
have made their maner of {alutation, they al kneele The Religious
downe, and hee fals to praying, the fubftance of cercmiony of
his prayer, being for the preferuation of the King, thele people
and inche fame blefling him, to which himfeife
croffii.g his armes, and laying his right hand ouer
his lett thoulder, and bis lefchand, ouer his right
fhoulder, viechtheword Amema, Amene many
times ouer, which fignifies the famecas we fay, A.
men, ot fo beit :Nay more euen among the com-
mon people,when they meetein the high way,and
areof acquantance, hauing beene abfent from one
ano- her any difiance of time, if there be a Mary-
bucke amongft them, they put themfelues into a
round ring, and before any falutation fall on their
knees to prayer: The Kings refpect vnto them a-
gaine,isonely nodding of %is head,which isaccep-
tably receiued, how beit in manner of habite,there
isbetweene theKing, and his people, little orno
manner of difference; which may ﬁc imputed to
the neceffity of the Country , becaufe it yeeldeth
but one encly materiall to makcafparcll of,which
ant great fields,
and it growes vpas it wercour rofebufhes, yeel-
ding a cod,that in his full maturity,breakes in fome
part,, and fhewesa perfe& white cotten, of which
you fhallfind more written , when 1 come to re-
hearfe what trees and plants wee finde amongft
Now for the manner of their apparell,ic is foone
H related,

s
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related theybeingforthe moft part b‘alt@h:;d, on-
tly bedecked or hang'd ouer wlth gregoties, as they
seir appariell are likewife ouer their bodies , legges, and armes,
whichword I will prefently expound vnito you,but
firft tell you their onely garments area fhirc, and a

aire of breeches,theix fhirts nl'.}de downe to their
knces, wide in manner of a Sirplace , and with
great fleaues, the whichwhen he commcth to.v{c
fis bowe or armes, he rowleth vp and it continu-
eth faft at the fhoulder , his brecches are nsade
with fo much ftuffe gathered iuft on: his buttockes,
that he feemeth to carry acufhion, and after a
manner makes him firadle as he goes, bare-legged,
and without fhooes,except it be fomefew of them,
who haue a peece of leather voder theirfoot , cut
like a thooe.fole,butned about the great toe , and

againe about the inftoppe. The Gregories bee |

things of great cfieeme amongh them, for th‘e‘

moft part chey are made of Jeather of feuerall fafhi-
ons,wounderous neatly, they are hollow,and with-

inthem is placed , and fowed vp clofe, certaine

writings , or fpels which they receiue fron their
Mary-Buckes whereof they coneciue fuch a rehigi-

ous tefpedt , that chey do confidently belcene no

hurt can betide them, whilft thefe Gregories are a-

bout them , and it feemes 1o encreafe cheir firper-
fiition;the Mary-buckes do deuide thefe bleffings

The dcferipni. fOF euery feuerall and parcicular parc, forvppon
enofther  their heads they weare them , in manner of
shegones 3 croffe , afwell from the fore-head to the
charmes tecke , as from oneeare to another, likewife a-
theyreeciie boug their neckes , and crofle both fhoulders
sy-buckes,  apout theit bodies , round their middles, g{\l'cat
' ’ v

Early Eng h Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library

R

T Ty

fore ; as alfo vppon their armes, both aboue
and below theelbow, fo chat in a manner, they
feeme as it wereladen, and carriyng an outward
burthen of religious bleffings, whereof there is
none {o throughly laden as the Kings, although
of allforts they are furnifhed with fome , both men
and weomen, and this more 1 haue taken ne-
tice of, that if any of them be poflet of any
malady , ot hauc any {welling or fore vpon them,
“the remedy they haue, is onely by placing one
of thefe blefled Gregorics, where the gricke lics,
which they conteite will helpe them : and fos
ought I can perceiuc, this is all the Phyficke they
haue amongft them , and they do not onely ob-
ferue this for themfelues, but their horfes doe
viually weare of thefe about their neckes, and
moft of cheir bowes arc hanged and furnifhed
with them.

To countenance his ftate, he hath many times
two of his wiues fitting by him, fupporting his
body, and laying theirhands vpon hisnaked skin,
abouethe wa({ , ftroking,, and gently pulling the
faine, wherein he feemies to receiue content , and
becaufz I haue named two of his wiues , before I
proceed to any thing elfe, I will acquaint you with
the mauner of their women , the muleiplicity of
their wiues, and the wonderfull great fubietion
they live vnder. The King hath an orderly allow-
anceof feuen women,which ate called wiues; that
is which ave eftecred , and acknowledged , and
with afetled ceremony amongft them, diftinguifhe
from other women which he hath vic of, being ab-

The namber
oftheir wines.

3 " folutely tied, to attend his only pleafurc,and there-

H 2 fore
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forein telating Of themr. atcotdir.'r% to omr proper
phrafe, can giuo them no other title but wife, of
which it f=emes he cannot exceede the number of
feuen : for he hath the vie of other women,who are
not of that eftceme , but rather as we may terme
them Concubines, who are of a lowerbirth then
Allewance of o- his wiucs, and thefe likewife are tyed vato him, bue
ther womenfor noe with that manner of firiGines the orher are, fo
mecelive fake. it may appeare, they are rather taken for neceffi-
ty then that it is a fecled courfe amongt them,
whichwordneceffity I mufk beteer explaine ; and
therefore tell you, that it may and doth diverfe
times fall out,that of his feuen wines he hath none
toaccompany him in thenature: of awife 5 Forva-
doubtedly thefe people originally {prung from the
race of Caman, the fonne of Ham,whodifcouered
his father Noabs fecrets , for which Noah awakeing

curfé as by Scholemen hath beene difpuced, exten..
ded tohistnfuing race, in laying holdvpen-the
fame place, where the originall caufe began,where-
of thefe peopleare witnefle, who are furnithe with
therealonof Juchmembers as are after a forc burthenfome vinto
whacncectliny.  them whereby their women being once conceiued

with child fofoone as it is perfe@ly difcemed, ac-
companies the man no longer, becavf: hefhallpot
defiroy what isconceiued to the loffe of that,and

vp thechild, to a full andfitting time tobe wear
ned, which.euery woman doth to her owne childe

that man&/ times it falles ont, he hath nor a wife to

other
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curfed Canaanas our holy Scriprure teftifiech | the.

canger of thebearer neicher vatil fhe hath brovght

is (heallowed, in chat nature, the mans fociety, fo

‘ lig wichall;and therefore as 1 faid, hath allowance of

{53)
other women,for neceflicies fake,which may feemé

not cuer-fitange vatovs , inthat our holy Writ

doth make mention therof, as youmay reade in the

23.chap. of che Prophet Ezethic/, where Ierufalem.

and Samaria, being called by the namies of the two

Sifters, Ahvlab and Aholibab , being charged with

fornication, areinthe twentie verfe of the fame

chapter , faid to doate vpon thofe people , whofe

members were as the members of Afles, and whofe
iffue was like the iflucofhorfes, thercin right and
- amply explaining thefe people,

: Xnd for the chaftitie of the wife, theirlawes and giia punis.
cuftomes are in that kinde very feuere , for, being mentforva-
taken orfound an offendor , both fhe and the man 89
fhee fhall offend withall , are without redemption
fold away, inthis fort they punifhall great offen-
ces, putting none at alltodeath, and fuch as thele
are the people the Portingallsbuy , and tranfport
for the welk Zndies ; -as before 1 fhewed you s and
dus is the courfe held amongft them all, how- T‘.h? wen buy
beit enery man cannot have fomany wiues, but ac. fhel wites.

cording as he hath means to keep them, and wher-
withall to huy. them : for-firft ;- every man muft
.compound or haue the Kirgs or: chicle Couer-
nors confent, forany wife orwines he fhall take, to
whom he muft give fome gratification;and acxt he
‘doth buy, with fome commoditic , the woman of The widdowes
hexfriends, and what hee giueth, doth remayne as fuy theihu-
wefay in banke, if he fhould dic , which {hee hath
for her better maintenance, or if fhee pleafe to buy
a husband; for as euery man when he takes a maid,
“muft buy her, fo cuery widdow , iffheewill haue a
« «husband , muft buy him thr;)ugh which occafion
. A

, . ; of
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of buying the women , may be cpmcélurcd » they
yeeld themfelues ro that fubietion , but whence
foeuer it growes , Tam {ure thereis no woman can
be vader more feruitude; for firfk they doc in mor.
Yhs fubiedtion ters, with fuch greac flaues wee call Coole-ﬁaucs,
of the womin. yeare and eleanie both theRice, and all manner of
other graine they eate, which is onely womens
wotke , and very paincfull : next, they drefleboth
that and all other maancr of viGuall the mendos
cate; and when it isfo ordered, they do bring and
fec it downc vpon the Matte before them, prefently
withdrawing themfelues , and are neuer admitted
to (it and cacewiththem 5 nay I canconfidently af:
firme , that notwithftanding I haue eaten fundry
times, bothat the Kings , and other mens houfes,
where the men and wee haue put our hands ina
gourd and fed together, yer neuer could I fec any
woman allowed to cate, albeit I haue carnefily en-
treated the fame, for amongft their many wiues,
there isnone of them , but haueone efpecially ac.
counted of, whichhatha greater priuiledge by be-
ing about him , and more conuerfant then the reft,
whichby vs (though firangers) is eafily difcerned,
and thereforc amongft vs we call her his hand wife,
No oumard  towhom wee viealwayes to bemorefree, in chofe
dn}mc:} fxcm gifts we beflow,yet this wite is not allowed to cate
Fnongthem. i fight, but inanother houfe, although the be pri-
uiledged of many other labours : neither are the
men euer feenc to vieany manner of familiar dalli-
A ;*;:‘“_s* i"“ce Wéfh tlx_’ﬁ:n,mfomuch asI thinke,there is hard-
n{ ::Zi g':g 1” man CaR fay, he cuer faw the Blacke-
notwitl 2 a9m4“~_ gainc, whichis to be noted,
withftanding this partialitie of affe&@ion,and fo
many
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» fteemied or fet by 3 otherwife they cait another like

- which hangerh loofe, and thole be their garments,
. and without queftion , many , or the moft part of
them, very chary or nice in thewing of their fecre-

\ | shany of them of an‘equalitielining together, ivis
~ neuer heard, that they doe brawle, orfcold, or fall

out among themfelues,howbeit it may be thought
in matter that ncare concerncs them, they carnot
chufe but haue many aggreevances,contrary to ouc
Englith prouctb that {ayes,Two women in one houfe,
¢¢. but there indcede Iwill make anfwer, That al-
though they bauc recourfe all day together, in his
great or more fpacious haunt, yet forthe nighte-

“uery woman hath a feuerall houfe, whether (bere-

tires herfelfe, to giue attendance as his defires (hall

* leade him : and as they appeare before him, in the

morning, their falutations are vppon their knees,
laying theirhands vpon his thigh. And laftly, for
her apparrell, it isloofe clothes party-coloured,
blew and whire , of the fame cotron fuffe the men.
weare , whereof the women common!ly weare but
onctucke about theit middles, and from the wafie
vpward, bare, in regard they arc,for the moft parr,
wrought, ot rather printéd vpon the backe , cfpe-
cially in the higher parts wewereat, infomuch as
we haue feene fome of them, with workes all ouer
theirbackes, refembling right the printed lids and
couers which wee {ee layd and fet vppon our baked |
meates ¢ wheteof it appeares they take extraordina-
rie pride , becaufe they will turne themfclues, wee
fhould take notice of it , and be very weli pieafed,
wee fhould touch or handle it as a matter tobece-

The viomrrng
clothings

cloth as they weare below, vppon their thoulders,

cigy,
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v :;fc ’countl')' vie they ferue inmarriages h _t‘hcmmn
doth commonly befpeake the woman vvhile {he is
'?‘f manact °f.young, and not of abilitie,vvhich is doncand con-
e wiacs,  firmed by the friends confent, yet ;vhcnhthc time
whichmlome o f her full age is comie,0r afcgrvv;q ;,‘?s tdcy ag,fc;:
1r. tand ag this nmongﬁ thcm, 'thc‘m:m getuing fis: Elcn $, whic
dav. are allthe youth-,and yourger fort of men hc:1 can
procure come to the Towne where the Maide is
dwelling , in the beginning ofthe night, when the
Moone fhines, and asit wereby violence lift hervp
amongft them, and carry heravvay, vvho makesa
noyfe, skriking, and cryingout, which is feconded
Themodsfty by the other young maides of thg place, and thcr‘c~
ofanewmsr yooq the younger fort of men that are dvvellersin
ricd woman R
the place’ gather themfelucs te-gether . and (asic
were) in reskew of her, vvhile the other with great
fhouts and cries of reioycing,carry her quite away,
to his place of abode, vvhere fhe remaines vnfeene
for a certaine time , and vvheinfhee doth come fiskt
forch, for certaine Moones, the doth not thew het
openface, but witha cloth caft ouer herhead, co-
uers all but oneeye, after the maner of the Spanifh
ot vaile, obferuingherein a fhamcfaft modeflic , not
thels people .

#and much  t0 be looked for, among fuch a kinde of blacke or

vpowiheit dige barbarous people,

i I'proceed againe in the flate of their Kings,there
isn0 people in the world, fand more vpon their an-
tiquitic, and dignitic of bloud, then they doe be-
tweence themfelues,infomuch, as once Thad a quar-

fonnes, vader whofc goueracment our habitation
Was, and another Blacke , who wasa very lufty and
able
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znd to conclude, comcerning women Which

rell grew in my houfe, betweene one of the Kings 3

T
SR €7 ) |
. ableman, called Bos 10bn, varo whom for fome 1é-
‘ fpe&s,we carried amorekinde ofextraordinary af.
etion, wherein they braued onc another,concer-
ing their dignities of birth, the onewas better,and

- theother was better, infornuch as Boo 2ok with his A dsungerows

hand ftroke the otherin the face , and thereuppon quarrellbe-
their weapons wete drawne,and parties making on "¢ them-
both fides , danger was like toenfse , bur calling
moreof my company, with a fmall gunne Iftepe
betwixt them, and made them feuer s howbeit the

- Kings fonne promifed to returne the next morning,
- and take reuenge ifhe durft abide him , which the

other promifed todoe, and accordingly,notwith-
ftanding all the entreatics I could vfe, Would not
depare, but withall fent out for more people, who
in the morning betimes came into him, all of them

fitced with their countrey armes . And the Kings

onnealfo performed his word, for in the morning

he cameto che Riuers fide , and called for a boate
to pafle ouer bringing a liue bicfe withhim,as a to-
ken vnto me from his father, as he was many tires

. accuftomed tofend ; and there camelikewife with

him diucrfe peope, and all with armes. Iwas very
doubtfull fme hurt would arife, and laboured oo

- dohnto goe away : but all I could gaine ofhim,was,
* ‘hewould only fit downe in our yard,vnder the fha-

dow of ourhoufes, with his people about him, and

- if no wrong were offered him, hee would not ftirre

hor giue no offence; and by meanes I wrought fo

-with the Kings fonne, carrying him and his compa-

e into my houfe, and vfing them curtcoufly,that
or that time I pacified chem, and they parted
ietly , howbeit not without threatning vponan-

' 1 other
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othet occafion; They doe d}ﬁm&ly know cuery
oucrnement, who fhall be King, and how ‘the fuc-
%dﬁon {hall hold , forin their temporall gouerae-
The ceraine menes, one brother doth euer fucceed ano_thcr,v\n,
knowledge gf till that race be extinét, & t}xcn the cldeﬁ. b.rotlu‘::s
Gonernn fonne beginnes : and likewifc they doe diftinguith
eyarcinage. For therewere

‘Goucmou{fs 3

and their fuc- f s.ast
: of pouernments, a

refre fougrc brethren , the cldeft whereof was the great:

King of Cantore,, w hom we ncuer favy; the fecond

and he came

was SummarayKing of the next place, andhe ¢
downc and vvas aboard ourboate 3 the third bro-
therwas King of the place whercour Land-dwel-

ling vvas, being a blinde man, at vvhofe houfel

haue funday times beency and the fourth brother

vvas called by the name of Ferran , and had the go&
Theictidksot uernment of a countrey, v:here ve had muchan :
banor. often trade , and for the moft part , kept a Fadtor
lying, and this,notvvithftanding heevvas of great

age, vvas the youngeft brother , and as any of his
brechren died they were all to remooue ftill, giuing

their manner of gouernment 3 and for their feuerall
Wherein theis Titles, they haue onely foure,, vvhich is AZan/a for

GreaBeggers: (hird, and 800 Iobn the laft euery one of thefe foure
being in their places commanders aod gouernors:
their greateft Riches confifts, in hauing of moft
flaues, and from the King to the flaue,, they areall

wvill fatisfic them, except it be in Aguavite , for
The emporall vyhich chey fell all things they haue, and theKings
P“’\‘(“'g'“‘ and all will drinke, vneill they be ftarke drunkeand

drinkers of
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him thelateer place : And this may {ufficete fhew

Raches eonffts. the King , Ferran a fecond name, Ferambra the -

perpetuall beggars fromvs, hovvbeit fmall mateers -
- people-with him, to whom the peop

Aqavice. fall faft afleepe, fo that todefcribe the life of the .
, King

)

Kings truly, is, that they doe eate, drinkeand fleep,
and keepe company with their women , and in this . .
manner confume their time , vatill Time confumes theirkims e,
them; with cheir great bloud and digpitie, whereof 7 defeei
they fo much ecfteme : and wich oncexample I will
rchearfe vato you,I fhal conclude concerning their
kingly priniledges.
‘The King of Cofan, whowas dwelling in the

Towne, as weecame vpthe Riuer, withwhomI
{pake,drunke two or three bottles ot 4gwa vire and
“ had much familiar conference , who had liued in

that place many yeares , howbeit hee was afame

man; after wereturned downe the Riuer, and made

ftay at thet Towne we found him nothing fo mer-

sily inclined,as hewas at our going vp : whereupon
demanding among fome of the reft the reafon, they

told vs, hee was to be put out ofhis kingdomies en- The depofing
quiting wherefore, they replied,there was another * ¥78*

to come who had more righ: then hee, forfayd

they, this was the Kings fonne, but begotren ofa

* bafewoman, fuchas I defcribed their concubines

to be : howbeit the King left behinde him a fonne,

who was right borne,but very young,which childe
being now come to yeares , craues his rightfull in-
heritance,and the King of Barfa ynder whom they
hold, they could not deny, but had takenorderto
d him torward, fo as he was lookd for euery day,
atd indced , thefecond day afterIwas gone from
the Towne, he came thither,bringing abundance of
%c of the Town

réforted, leauing the old King , towhom notwith-
flanding the yong King fent,willing him to depare,

- and goc away with his wiues and family before he

12 . Came,
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came, orif he: found him thete , hee thould fuffer
death,which at the firft he refufed to doe, faying he
would enclofe himfelfe in hisdwelling,and d);c: ther:
but vpon better aduice,when he favv himfelfe quite
forfaken,he paffed himfclfe and wiues crofic the Ri-
uer,and left the Tovvne to thisyong Commander,
who after his entrance,our pinnace riding there,and
being ready to come away, he fent for the Fa&or,

to whom after fome familiar conference | hee fayd,

this tovvne and kingdome hath been loft, buc here-

after you fhall fec it found againe, promifing arall

occafg'ons his friendly affiftance.

But before Ileaue them,ic were neceffary I thould
acquaint you,vvhat manner of ceremony doth pafle
betvvixe them and vs as we meet togethersche King

. iscommonly fitting on his mat,Jaid on the ground, -
vvhich inour entrance heobferueth, not offring to
rife 3 and in regard hehath noching bue his Grego-
rieson his head ; vvhich are faft and cannot ftirce,

We donot vie to mooue our hatts, or vacoucrour
The ceremony heads yvhen vy

T {8
s . . ‘¢ . hcif
ing for afmall gourdto drinke in,whichist
c'd:;:ﬁg ilz’)l:\:e 31 ﬁgrﬁ beginne, and drinking off a
a refent both the cup and bottlevnto the king,
:;:E’lfotlc he deliers prefently to fome one of prin-
ipall regard with him., whoby his appoyntment,
;iget the king hachfirft drunkgé andhe hmt\)fcl fchrz)(;:
“ino of his next tuine, diftributes it tothe w
iilt!:;%:n'cc , who for the m(;ﬁ part ﬁt?;d: ;{)::\é k‘);
the wall of thehoufe , onc atteranot R i
d then to theking againc. Inthei
;l:)%firr‘uc onething,that iln regard ;)][ th}::egrc;igi::;{tlﬁ e gi“gm‘
t cheliquor, when . e cCregory
0}: tl‘lﬁcrlfih’ca:gJ Cnbcg:):)c ltiec d?inkc’ him-fc\fc, with thc diinke fufk.
;a;e liquor,l;c wets one ﬁf hisfprinapai S:c‘%;r:;:
i  times calling for a cup, brea
' fThc:: X gt%]::xzifc they neucr leauc vatill the b_on%e
i?::ut ” and fo all the bottles we];a]rmg, \{\‘rhg:;n: ﬁ\: {ct
ne priui foratterwehauetafie
lclz;e\sglccgrrﬁ:hc gg%fiuacty botle to fecure them of 1. women
b]

, ny more, not allowed to
danger;we necd not vnleswe pleafe,take any tug

2 dswhenthey offera cu% L iblike,ab
fed betwixe ¢ come to him , but dravving neare, bue m?kmg,f (;f: ;Lrﬁf}:ﬁ, and fo paﬂ}c'th to anothes; though hey
:he,n,,g and fomewvhat bending our bodics, vwee lay our bands ftands for afa
wwhenfiuft v

pon our breafts, vvhich e alfo performs to vs,and
wvhen vve come neare, he holding foorth his hand,
wvefirft take hold on the vpper part of one anothers
hand, next onthe lovver part, and the third time
ioyne palmes, and with a tull hand fhakingonc an-
other, downe weefit by him, and afer fome finall
parlee coneerning the caufe of our coming, where-
inthe kings part is performed in flate » whatfoeuer
he fpeakes being related ouer by another : out goes
ourbortle of Aquavisewhich muft not bew

ither doe they {fuffer their women pul?liquc:lyf to loucicwell
?i:;nkc amongft them, cxccgt fome efpcg:illgl‘xc'; %f.
ometimes hauca cup, ven di

iticdi,i:v al:gc::;yt{;rsnfclues,fo long as the bmlt]lc w1l\i

nd their brains bold out?wlxxfh bmt}% 1( c mi ¢
;l::l);roper clement, they delight in ,; wil 1;;:::0 n
in their hearts defires leaue them, amf p(r)oig
morecivilly 1am fure foberex forg LQ ic aP .

" The difeourf of thesr Marionckes o
‘ religions men.

we meet.

> ' ke of
antmn : 1 am now cometo fpca )

andabot'cof Sacke too, it is fo muchthe bcttcr,gz A Nd foby order, R I their
calling

.
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