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76 MODERN CHIVALRY.

CHAP. II.

THERE is no fact that has proved

more ftubborn than the divertity of

the human ipecies ; efpecially that great

extreme of diverfity in the natives of A-
frica. How the defcendants of Adam and
Eve, both good .looking people, fhould

ever come to be a vile negro, or even a

mulatto man or woman, is puzzling.

Some have conjectured, that a black

complexion, frizzled hair, a flat nofe, and
bandy legs, were the mark fet on Cain,

for the murder of his brother Abel. But,

as the deluge drowned the whole world,

and only one family was faved, the blacks

mud have ail perilhed ; like the Mam-
moth, whofe bones are found on the

Ohio, and other places, which was too big

for Noah to get into the ark.

Some fuppofe, that it was the curfe pro-

nounced upon Canaan, the fon of Noah,
for looking at his father's nakednefs, They
got rid by this means of the difficulty of

the
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the flood ; but by Mofes* own account,

the Canaanites were the defcendents of
Canaan ; and we do not hear of them be-
ing negroes ; which, had it been the cafe,

we cannot doubt would have been laid hold
of by the Ifraelites, as a circumdance to

judify their extirpating, or making flaves

of them.

Lord Karnes, in his Sketches of the Hif-
tory of Man, folves the difficulty, by fup-
pofing, that, at (he building of Babe!,
there was a confufion of complexions, as

well as languages. But, befides that it is

not to be fuppofed, that the hidorian would
pais over fo material a circumftance, with-
out particularly mentioning it, it is intro-
ducing a miracle, which we are not war-
ranted in doing, unlefs it had been exprefs-
ly laid down to have been wrought.
The lad theory, has been that of ac-

counting for the change, from the cli-

mate, and accident of wind and weather;
calling in aid, in the mean time, the imagi-
nation of the mothers. This does not ap-
pear altogether fatisfaclory. At lead, there
are thofe who would not be averfe to hear
fome other folution of the difficulty. I

have thought of one, which I would fugged:
with great diffidence ; the authors of thofe
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