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Nor if it had respected them, would it have given
any such right ; because it was not an institution i'.:f

~slavery,-but a mere prophecy of it. And from _thlﬁ
prophecy we have no more ground to infer the right
of slavery, than we have from the prophecy of the
destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, or by
-the Romans, to infer their right respectively to de-
‘ stroy it in the manner they did ; or from other pro-
phecies to infer the right of Judas to betray his mas-
ter, or of the Jews to crucify him.

2. The right of slavery is inferred from the in-
stance of Abraham, who had servants born in his
house and bought with his money.—But it is by no
means certain, that these were slaves, as our Ne-
grocs are. If they were, it is unaccountable, that
he went out at the head of an army of them to fight
his enemies. No West-India planter would easily
‘be induced to venture himself in such a situation.
It is far more probable, that similar to some of the
vaszals under the feudal corstitution, the servants of
Abraham were only ina good measure dependant
on him, and protected by him. But if they were to
all intents and purposes slaves, Abraham’s holding of
them will no more prove the right of slavery, than
his going in to Hagar, will prove it right for any
man to indulge in criminal intercourse with his do-
mestic. .

3. From the divine permission given the Israclites
to buy servants of the nations round about them, it
IS nr;ued, that we have a right to buy the Africans
and hold themin slavery. See Lev. xxv. 44-47.



