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Religion.

1

for the ſafety of travellers, to give a ſatisfactory account, that

his death wasnatural ..

The great ſecreſy with which Hottentots conceal their reli

gious opinions and ceremonies from Europeans, and the many

ſuperficial and contradictory accounts, publiſhed before the

hiſtories of Saar, Tachart, and Kolben, rendered their faith

uncertain, who acknowledge and firmly believe that there is a

God, Almighty , whom they call Gounja -Gounja, or Gounja

Tinquoa, or God ofgods, the Governor of the world , endued

with unſearchable attributes and perfections, who made hea

ven and earth , the ſun, and every thing in them ; who dwelling

far above the moon, cauſes thunder and rain, and provides

food for bodily ſuſtenance, and ſkins of beaſts for apparel '.

NOTWITHSTANDING this profeſſion and belief of the

moſt intelligent Hottentots, whocelebrate every ſignal event

of life with previous offerings and folemnities, there is no

feſtival or inſtitution of worſhip amongft them, directly re

garding the true God .

The moon, named Gounja,aninferior and viſible god, the

ſubject and repreſentative of the High and Inviſible, is con

ſtantly adoredand invoked at the full and change. Milk and

fleſh are offered to this deity, andthe whole night is ſpent in

alternate proſtrations, dancing, ſinging, and loud exclama

tions of Muffoke Atze, or I ſalute you , you are welcome; and

Choraquâ Kaká choriounquà, or grant us fodder enough for

our cattle, and milk in abundance.

THEY adore likewiſe, and honour with the higheſt venera

tion , a fmall winged infect, with two horns upon the head,

peculiar to Hottentot countries, with a green back and belly,

ſpeckled with red and white. Upon the arrival of this

winged animal, or benign deity, regarded as the lord of the

univerſe, the whole Kraal is covered with buchu, two fat

fheep are killed in thankſgiving, and the inhabitants, believing

all paſt offences purged , andburied in oblivion , reſolve, as

a new people, on a reform of life ; who believing the immor

tality of the ſoul, though ſtrangers to a preparation for death,

in a ſpiritual ſenſe, offer prayers and praiſes to good perſons

deceaſed ; leaving, in the removal of Kraals, for the quiet of

departed ſpirits, their huts ſtanding, and their furniture and

apparel untouched, in the perſuaſion of their return to the !

places where they died , and that they are never troubleſome

to the Kraal unleſs their property is ſtolen or carried off.

The perſon of either ſex, on whom this infect accidentally

falls, is ever afterwards diſtinguiſhed and reſpected as facred,

• Ibid . p. 261 , & feq. Ibid. p. 92, 94 , & feq.

and
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and a favourite of this deity : the neighhours glory, and pro

claim the honour done to the Kraal ; the fatteſt ox is killed,

as a thankſgiving offering ; and the favourite, to whom the en

trails are preſented, is obliged to wear about his neck the caul,

twiſted like a rope, and powderedwith buchu, till it rots off,

and to anoint his bodywith the fat only of that ox till con
ſumed .

These people, who perpetuate a religious veneration of

their facred and renowned companions, by conſecrating

woods, mountains, fields, and rivers, to their memory, who

ſtop, and, veiling their heads , contemplate, in theſe places,

the virtues, and implore for themſelves and cattle the protec

tion, of departed ſpirits, worſhip an evil deity , the father

of miſchief, called Touquon , an inferior and crabbed captain,

in their opinion, miſchievouſly reſtleſs in regard to Hotten

tots, the ſource of plagues, and author of witchcraft, arbi.

trary in declaring offences, and , on that account, honoured of

Hottentots, who, n continual apprehenſion of his deſigns,

yet ignorant of having offended, ſacrifice a fat ox or ſheep,

believing him appeaſed and reconciled , when they have re

galed themſelves with the fleſh , and anointed their bodies

with the fat of the ſheep or ſlain ox .

ANOTHER cuſtom of ſprinkling their bodies with ſea or

river water, when they intend to paſs or enter either, is

punctually obſerved and performed, with great ſedateneſs and

compoſure of mind, by Hottentots, who have adapted, ſince

the arrival of the Dutch, and appropriated the term Anderf Dutch

maken, or alter for the better, toallreligious ceremoniesand word uſed

acts ; and the Dutch word Anderſmaken is the only anſwer byHot

given by Hottentots to European enquirers into the origin and tentots.

ſenſe of their inſtitutions ; who, wrapped in fullen ſilence,

and deaf to reaſon on the important point of religion , remain

the moſt obſtinate, prejudiced , and infatuated people, know

ing but little of God, and having leſs inclination to ſerve

him ; who, the moſt ſenſible amongſt them ſay, curſed their

firſt parents, who had grievouſly ſinned and offended, and

all their pofterity, with hardneſs of heart ; who, according to

another tradition which prevails, and is carefully preſerved

throughout the different nations, were ſent by God himſelf,

and came into their country through a window ; that the

man's name was Nóh, and the woman's Hingnôh, who taught

their deſcendants to do many things, and keep cattle .

RELATIONS and friends ſurround the dying Hottentots, Funeral

clapping their hands , crying, ſcreaming, and roaring in a ceremonies..

hideous manner. The corpſe of the deceaſed is immediately

wrapped in a Kroſſe, and, within fix hours, buried in a hole,

made
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made by a wild beaſt, in the ground, or in a cleft of a rock .

The men and women of the Kraal aſſemble, and ſquat in dif

ferent circles , crying out and repeating, Bo, Bo, Bo, or father,

in a mournful ſtrain . When the corpſe is brought out thro'

the ſide of the hut, which is always uncovered in funeral ſo

lemnities, the captain of the Kraal, or the relations , name the

bearers , who carry the deceaſed in their arms, and both cir

cles riſing, the men and the women, making grimaces, clap

ping hands, diſtorting their bodies, and inceſſantly repeat

ingBo, Bo, Bo , marchin two bodies, and attend the corpſe to

the grave ; which is immediately filled up, after the corpſe is

laiddown, with the mould of ant-hills, ſtones, and pieces of

wood .

The grave being filled , the company returns to the Kraal,

and again ſquat down ; both circles renew , and again cry

outBo, Bo, B., Bororo Rhodo Atſcha, frequently calling the de

ceaſed by his name, and an hour is conſumed in alternate

ſtartings, grimaces, diſtorted poſtures, and clapping of hands.

Silence proclaimed, two ancients, friends to the deceaſed , piſs

upon the company, who receive the urine with great vene

ration . The ancients afterwards enter the hut by the door,

and, each taking a handful of aſhes, return by the paſſage

opened for the corpſe, and ſtrew it upon the company,

which are held in great eſteem . After this ceremony, the cir.

cles riſe and retire.

In funerals of perſons of rank or eſteem in the Kraal, the

lamentations continue feven or eight days . The Hottentots

piſs by way of ceremony, and ſcatter aſhes, to remind the com

pany of their future ſtate; who, without diſtinction of age or

wealth , muſt all be reduced to duſt and aſhes.

The cauls of ſheep, killed at Anderſmakens, and powdered

with buchu, are worn as mourning , by the heirs and relations

of rich Hottentots, till they rot off, however offenſive ; and

the poor mourn their deceaſed friends by ſhaving part of

their heads, which they cover with buchu.

SECT. II.

War be; THE Gunjeman or Goringhaiquan nation,whohad contween the fented to the introduction, and given the Dutch poffel

Hotten- fion of the Cape, upon their diviſion of the lands for tillage,

tots and and erection of buildings for their dwellings and defence,
Dutch,

grew jealous of future encroachments ; and having called

the neighbouring nations to their aſſiſtance, made war againſt

the Dutch, who had refuſed to defift. The Dutch gained

many


